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than undergo delay. Whether these squeezes are
handed over to the government; I do not know. If
they aie, so much more shame to the general govern-
ment It will be seen from what I have written that
if the American people were desirous of directly dis-
couraging art and manufactures and culture, they could
not do it more effectively than by taxing the articles
which above all others tend to develop the higher
branches of industry.

The last consideration connected with familiarity
with the minor arts is of great importance. Few
persons have reflected on their connection with the
intimate history or inner life of every age. They are
closely allied to intellectual culture. He who reads
history as it was taught in my youth is like a guest
at a cheap hotel table where all the dishes have the
same gravy The great conquerors or orators of an
age all appeared to us as very much of the same sort:
the people were all very much alike. I remember
being told in my infancy, by my old quadroon nurse,'
that at the time of the Deluge the people were taken
all aback by it. They never expected such a thing,
"Some were out a-shoppin5 and some out a-gimnin*
when the rain fell They hadn't even trust enough in
WOAH to take their umbrellas." There is more of this
ignorance and cant among us than we are aware of.
Decorative art gives us the colour of an age. He who
has read DANTE once has read him, he who knows the
Cathedral of Florence has read him twice, he who
knows the pictures and decorative art-work of his
age has read him many times The minor arts are as
much associated as the fine arts with all that pertains
to the very cream of culture. To know them at all